Basic Skills

Checking Your Answers
In an exam when you have come to the end of the questions, it is important that you go through the paper again looking for mistakes. Most people find and correct at least one error, which gives them more marks and maybe a higher grade. There are many quick ways you can check your answers but remember, if you show your workings you’ll make fewer mistakes in the first place!
A. Estimation

Round the figures to the nearest unit/ten/hundred/thousand/etc and estimate an approximate answer in your head. Does the answer you have written down match the size of the estimate? If not, you may need to redo the question.

Activity: Copy the questions into your book and then check the answers by estimation. Mark a cross by the wrong answers and write down your approximate answer.

1. 1398 + 457 = 1755
2. 29 × 41 = 1389
3. 30 × 509 = 15270
4. 223 – 89 = 124
5. 911 + 488 = 1399
B. Check The Units Column
Sometimes a silly mistake is made in the units column. 

Activity: Copy the questions into your book and then check the accuracy of the units column. Mark a cross by the wrong answers and write down what should be in the units column.
1. 2761 + 789 = 3549
2. 11.4 + 873104 = 873115.4
3. 75 × 65 = 4875
4. 9419 – 76 = 9343
5. 123 + 40091 = 40212
C. Check The Number Of Decimal Places

When you multiply a decimal, the answer will have the same number of decimal places as the question.
Activity: Copy the questions into your book and then check that the answer has the correct number of decimal places. Mark a cross by the wrong answers and move the decimal point to where it should be.
1. 4.5 × 7.3 = 32.85
2. 0.9 × 0.76 = 0.684
3. 2.7 × 9.34 = 252.18
4. 8.3 × 12.396 = 11032.44
5. 7.62 × 0.2 = 1.524

D. Inverse Operations

Use the opposite (or inverse) operation to work backwards. 

Activity: Copy the questions into your book and then check the answers by performing the inverse operation. Mark a cross by the wrong answers.

1. 995 – 453 = 532
2. 17806 + 6885 = 24691
3. 728 ÷ 14 = 53
4. 639 ÷ 9 = 71
5. 182 × 6 = 1092
E. Use A Calculator

If you are allowed to use a calculator in the exam it’s worth double-checking on the calculator. Remember though, you can still make a mistake by not putting the numbers in correctly.
Activity: Copy the questions into your book and then check the answers by using a calculator. Mark a cross by the wrong answers and write the correct answer.

	1.
	246 + 210
	=
	16.2

	
	6 × 5
	
	

	
	
	
	

	2.
	935
	=
	85

	
	171 – 61
	
	

	
	
	
	

	3.
	800 + 43
	=
	16

	
	100 – 46
	
	

	
	
	
	

	4.
	√625
	=
	0.13 (2dp)

	
	√40000
	
	

	
	
	
	

	5.
	1008 ÷ 9
	=
	175

	
	82
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