	Mean

	

	What is it?

The value that represents the most typical score or result.

	

	How can we remember the word?

M easure all the scores.
E ventually…
A dd them up and then divide by the…
N umber of scores.

	

	Give an example of what it is useful for
Finding the height of a typical student in your class. (You could then compare this with the height of a typical student in another class.)

	

	How is it calculated?

Add up all the values and divide the answer by the number of values in the list.

	

	Example

(4 + 8 + 3 + 6 + 2 + 1) ÷ 6 = 24 ÷ 6 = 4

The typical value is 4.


	Median

	

	What is it?

The middle value in a list of values that have been written in size order.

	

	How can we remember the word? 

The first part sounds a bit like the first part of “middle”.

	

	Give an example of what it is useful for
Because it is not affected by extreme values (since it is the middle one) it is useful when your results are really spread out.

	

	How is it calculated?

Write out the numbers in order of size and then pick the middle one. If there are 2 middle numbers, find the value half way between them.

	

	Example

29, 48, 31, 46, 31, 27, 35 (





27, 29, 31, 31, 35, 46, 48


	Mode

	

	What is it?

The most frequently occurring value in a list of values.

	

	How can we remember the word? 

The word comes from the French phrase “à la _____” which means to be popular or in fashion.

	

	Give an example of what it is useful for
When you need to find out which shoe size is the most common or which Harry Potter character is most popular.

	

	How is it calculated?

Count the number of times that each value appears (use a tally chart if necessary) and pick the most frequent.

	

	Example

17, 20, 16, 12, 14, 20, 13, 12, 20

	
	Value
	Tally
	20 is the most frequently occurring value.

	
	12
	| |
	

	
	13
	|
	

	
	14
	|
	

	
	16
	|
	

	
	17
	|
	

	
	20
	| | |
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	17, 20, 16, 12, 14, 20, 13, 12, 20

	
	Value
	Tally
	20 is the most frequently occurring value.

	
	12
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	13
	|
	

	
	14
	|
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	|
	

	
	17
	|
	

	
	20
	| | |
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